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"GENERAL  BUTLER— T^E  DEMOCRATIC  REVIEW— JUDGE  DOUGLAS— THE  PRESIDENCY. 


SPEECH 


JOf  m  C.  BRECKINRIDGE,  OF  KENTUCKY, 


DELIVERED 


IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES,  MARCH  4,  1852. 


The  House  having  resolved  itself  into  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 

Mr.  BRECKINRIDGE  said: 

Mr.  Chairman:  Upon  the  bill  which  is  now 
before  the  committee,  I  have  not  informed  myself, 
and  do  not  propose  to  discuss  it  at  this  time.  I 
have,  upon  a  little  reflection,  doubted  whether,  as  a 
representative  of  Kentucky,  I  ought  to  vote  for  a 
proposition,  the  effect  of  which  might  be  to  depop- 
ulate my  ovv^i  State;  at  the  same  time  it  seems, 
that  in  reference  to  the  public  lands,  we  are  to 
have  a  grab  game,  and  if  such  a  system  is  to  pre- 
vail, it  may  be  that  donations  to  actual  settlers 
will  be  the  most  equal  mode  of  distribution.  As 
to  this  matter,  I  do  not  now  propose  to  express 
any  opinion,  but  my  object  is  to  ofier  some  re- 
marks, chiefly  in  reply  to  a  portion  of  the  speech 
delivered  some  time  ago  by  the  gentleman  from 
Florida,  [Mr.  Cabell.]  At  that  time,  the  bounty 
land  bill  was  pending  before  the  House,  and  feeling 
a  deep  interest  in  its  passage,  I  did  not  choose  to 
retard  it  by  irrelevant  discussion,  and  since  that 
time  no  oppovtunit5dias  presented  itself  until  now. 

It  is  not  my  purpose  to  enter  upon  all  the  points 
discussed  by  the  gentleman  from  Florida,  [Mr. 
Cabell.]  IrAeed  tliat  would  be  an  endless  task, 
for  whatever  else  may  be  said  of  his  speech,  it  can 
justly  challenge  precedence  as  the  most  miscella- 
neous address  yet  delivered  in  the  Thirty-second 
Congress.  I  will  not  now  follow  the  gentleman 
in  his  discussion  of  the  comparative  soundness  of 
the  parties  at  the  North  upon  the  slavery  ques- 
tion, but  only  remark  that  I  still  have  the  same 
opinions  on  that  subject  which  he  confesses  he 
held  until  a  few  w^eeks  ago.  Nor  will  I  now  in- 
quire why  he  has  suddenly  seen  new  light  and 
turned  a  sharp  corner;  nor  why  he  rebuked  the 
Constitutional  Union  party  of  the  South  for  elect- 
ing delegates  to  the  Baltimore  Convention,  by  the 
light  of  the  same  facts  that  compelled  him  to  de- 
clare the  Northern  Democrats  to  be  more  trust- 
worthy upon  this  suliject  of  slavery  than  the 
Northern  "Whigs.  These  are  curious  facts,  and 
they  furnish  the  materials  for  useful  meditation, 
but  I  pass  them  by.  My  object  at  this  time  is 
more  limited.  The  gen  tic  man"  from  Florida,  [Mr. 
Cabell,]  while  canvassing  the  claims  of  certain 
Northern  Whigs  to  the  Presidency  and  warning 
off  the  Constitutional  Ui\ion  party  from  the  Balti- 
more Convention,  holds  the  following  language  in 
reference  to  that  body,  I  quote  from  the  report 
of  his  remarks  in  the  Daily  Globe  of  the  4th  of 
February.     Speaking  of  the  Democrats,  he  says: 

"Thev  will  nominate  ponie  such  man  as  William  O. 
Butler,  of  Kentucky,  a  man  wiiose  opinions  are  not  known. 


except  that  he  has  happened  to  own  some  slaves,  and  who 
will  be  sustained  by  Van  Buren  &  Co.  as  a  Southern  man 
with  Nerrhern  sentiments,  and  by  tlie  Southern-Rights 
men  as  one  of  themselves." 

Again,  sir,  after  blowing  hot  and  cold  upon 
General  Scott  through  the  greater  part  of  a  column, 
but  reaching  the  conclusion  that  it  is  too  late  for 
him  to  be  elected,  the  gentleman  adds: 

"  What  tl'.e  Democrats  will  do,  1  know  not.  They  may 
go  for  Butler,  or  some  other  mum  candidate." 

Similar  allusions  to  these  are  scattered  through 
the  speech.  I  believe  this  is  the  first  time  at  this 
session  that  any  gentleman  has  introduced  the 
name  of  a  political  opponent  into  the  discussions 
of  the  House  in  connection  with  the  Presidency, 
The  propriety  of  noticing  this  direct  assault  is  so 
obvious,  that  I  will  not  detain  the  committee  with 
an  apology  for  doing  so.  It  would  ill  become  a 
Democratic  Representative  from  Kentucky  to  be 
silent  under  this  attack  upon  one  of  her  most 
eminent  citizens,  especially  since  the  recent  action 
of  the  Democratic  Convention  of  that  State.  I 
address  the  committee  to  vindicate  the  action  of 
the  Kentucky  Democracy,  and,  collaterally,  to 
justify  their  choice,  I  consider  both  assailed  by 
the  language  of  the  gentleman  from  Florida.  And 
to  guard  against  all  misrepresentation,  I  desii'e  to 
say  distinctly,  that  I  have  not  introduced  the 
question  of  the  Presidency  upon  this  floor.  It  is 
not  my  purpose,  in  defending  General  Butler 
against  an  unjust  attack,  to  disparage'"  other  emi- 
nent Democrats,  still  less  to  bring  him  in  con- 
flict with  them.  It  is  our  custom  in  the  State  of 
Kentucky  to  defend  and  honor  all  our  worthy  pub- 
lic men.  If  the  occasion  were  suitable,  I  would 
willingly  pay  the  tribute  of  my  regard  to  many 
names  mentioned  on  the  Democratic  side  in  con- 
nection with  the  Presidency.  There  is  the  distin- 
guished Senator  from  Michigan,  [Mr.  Cass,]  the 
man  whose  undeserved  fate  it  was  to  be  defeated, 
although  since  his  principles  have  triumphed. 
There  are  others,  but  I  need  not  enumerate  them. 
The  Democrats  have  many  able  men,  either  of 
whom  would  adorn  the  Chief  Magistracy,  and  ad- 
minister this  Government  upon  the  strict  principles 
of  the  republican  faith,  and  I  am  wiUing  to  trust  any 
that  have  been  named. 

The  gentleman  from  Florida,  in  connection  with 
his  allusions  to  Gen,  Butler,  thought  proper  to  ex- 
press a  preference  for  Mr,  Fillmore  for  the  Presi- 
dency, To  this,  of  course,  I  have  no  objection;  but 
he  chose  also  to  contrast  the  positions  of  these  gen- 
tlem.en,  particularly  upon  the  question  of  slavery, 
and  to  draw  a  conclusion  much  to  the  advantage  of 
his  friend.  If  he  had  simply  uttered  a  eulogy  upon 
Mr.  Fillmore,  I  would  have  nothing  to  say.     If  he 


had  been  willing  even  to  take  the  penance  of  eighteen 
months  or  two  years  as  a  sufficient  atonement  for 
the  elforts  of  twenty-live  years  in  an  opposite  di- 
rection, still  I  would  have  nothing  to  say;  but 
when  upon  this  particular  question  he  wishes  to 
exalt  a  very  recent  convert  above  an  old  Chj-is- 
tian,  and  when  he  proposes  to  use  my  friend  as  a 
sort  of  foil  to  set  oli  the  virtues  and  merits  of  his 
own,  I  may  be  compelled  to  advert  to  their  past 
history  in  connection  with  this  matter.  If  the 
retrospect  should  not  be  agreeable  to  the  gentleman 
from  Florida,  he  may  blame  himself  for  having 
instituted  the  comparison.  First,  as  to  the  specific 
charges  I  have  quoted ;  1  pronounce  the  imputations 
of  the  gentleman  from  Florida  to  be  wholly  gratu- 
itous and  unfounded.  I  hold  him  responsible  for 
them  before  this  House  and  the  country,  and  I  de- 
mand of  him  to  maintain  or  retract  them.  When 
he  says  that  the  opinions  of  General  Butler  are 
unknown,  the  statement  is  competent  as  an  admis- 
sion of  his  own  ignorance — for  no  other  purpose. 
The  man,  of  v/hom  he  knows  nothing,  has  been 
for  more  than  forty  years  a  well-known  Southern 
Democrat.  He  was  for  four  years  a  prominent 
member  of  this  body,  during  a  most  importanlpo- 
litical  era.  He  was  afterwards  a  candidate  for 
Governor  of  Kentucky,  when  all  the  issues  be- 
tween the  parties  were  on  tlie  field  of  contest;  and 
then,  indorsed  by  the  united  Democracy  of  Amer- 
ica, he  was  the  candida,te  for  the  Vice  Presidency, 
upon  the  loritten  principles  of  the  Democratic  party, 
against  a  ticket  that  displayed  no  flag.  I  believe 
the  gentleman  from  Florida  was  a  warm  supporter 
of  the  ticket  that  bore  the  blank  bunting,  and  he 
still  adheres  to  part  of  it.  The  gentleman  made 
an  honest  confession  the  other  day,  and  1  now 
suggest  to  him  that  the  dissolution  of  his  connec- 
tion with  those  whose  opinions  are  unknown,  is 
so  very  recent  as  to  furnish  some  excuse  for  his 
sensitiveness  upon  this  subject,  as  well  as  in  regard 
to  mum  candidates.  It  is  true,  Mr.  Chairman, 
that  General  Butler  has  not  written  a  letter  with 
every  change  of  the  moon,  giving  or  ex|»laining 
his  opinions,  nor  would  such  a  course  strengthen 
my  confidence  in  their  sincerity  or  value.  Yet  his 
political  position  upon  all  subjects  is  as  vv'ell  known 
and  as  little  liable  to  be  misunderstood  as  that  of 
any  other  public  man,  and  I  cannot  forbear  ex- 
pressing my  astonishment  at  this  attack  proceeding 
from  that  direction,  whether  1  consider  the  political 
antecedents  of  the  gentlemen  whose  positions  he 
contrasts,  or  the  action  of  the  parties  at  the  North 
upon  this  most  vexed  and  dangerous  question. _ 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  gentleman  from  Florida  is  a 
Whig— a  Southern  Whig.  He  has  so  defined 
himself  here.  Now,  I  have  to  say  that  the  South- 
ern Whigs,  and  the  Northern  Whigs  should  be 
particularly  modest  upon  this  whole  question  of 
slavery.  The  former,  by  their  countenance  and 
assistance,  have  encournged  thelatterlo  abolition- 
ize  almost  the  whole  Whig  party  of  the  North. 
I  have  never  seen  a  Northern  Democrat  fall  brave- 
ly defending  our  constitutional  rights,  that  the 
event  was  not  greeted  with  Whigshouts  of  exult- 
ation from  the  South.  And  I  have  to  say,  that  if 
Mr.  Fillmore,  Mr.  We!»ster,  and  the  Northern 
Whigs  generally  hnd  aided  Butlerand  the  American 
Democracy,  with  whom  he  acted  in  Congress,  to 
stem  the  slavery  agitation  at  its  origin,  the  coun- 
try would  have  escuj>ed  the  calamities  it  has  en- 
taded.  In  speaking  of  opinions,  and  in  settling 
character,  it  may  be  well  enough  to  refer  occa- 
sionally to  the  record.  The  disorders  of  tlte  last 
few  years  are  but  the  natural  development  of 


causes  lying  aback  of  them.  The  debates  of  Con- 
gress will  show  those  causes  and  the  chief  actors 
m  them,  and  history  will  know  where  to  fix  the 
responsibility.  Now,  I  do  not  propose  to  go  into 
this  retrospect.  I  will  mention  one  or  two  instances 
for  the  purpose  of  showing  where  his  friend  and 
mine  stood  in  the  past,  before  I  comedown  to  the 
present.  For  more  than  ten  years  this  country 
has  been  \aolently  distracted  by  the  spirit  of  abo- 
lition. That  spirit,  at  first  feeble,  exhibited  itself 
cliiefiy  in  the  form  of  petitions  and  memorials  to 
Congress  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  Terri- 
tories of  the  Union,  the  District  of  Columbia,  and 
of  the  slave  trade  between  the  States.  It  was 
through  Congress  that  the  Abolitionists  proposed 
to  create  strife  in  the  Union,  and  it  was  in  Con- 
gress that  the  Democratic  party  undertook  to 
arrest  their  march.  Strong  efforts  were  made, 
chiefly  by  the  Democratic  party,  to  arrest,  in  the 
beginning,  this  fatal  agitation.  At  the  commence- 
ment of  the  Twenty-sixth  Congress,  Mr.  Wise, 
of  Virginia,  submitted  a  resolution  that  all  peti- 
tions, memorials,  and  resolutions  for  the  abo- 
lition of  slavery  or  the  slave  trade  in  the  States, 
Territories,  or  Districts  of  this  Union  should  be 
considered  as  objected  to,  and  the  question  of  re- 
ception laid  upon  the  table  without  debate. 
Thereupon,  instantly,  Mr.  Fillmore,  of  New 
York,  said  that  if  it  was  necessary  to  object  to 
the  resolution,  he  objected.  Upon  a  motion  to 
suspend  the  rules  for  its  introduction,  I  find  the 
name  of  Vv^illiam  0.  Butler  recorded  in  the 
affirmative;  and  the  names  of  Messrs.  Adams, 
GiDDiNGs,  Fillmore,  etc.,  etc.,  in  the  negative. 
Afterwards,  sir,  at  the  same  session,  the  famous 
twenty-first  rule  was  adopted,  v/holly  excluding 
abolition'  petitions,  whether  they  refeiTed  to  the 
States,  Territories,  or  the  District  of  Columbia. 
Here  again  the  name  of  General  Butler  was  re- 
corded in  the  affirmative,  and  Adams,  Giddings, 
Fii,LMORE,  and  others,  and  I  regret  to  add  some 
Southern  V/higs,  in  the  negative.  Everybody 
knows  Mr.  Adams  instantly  commenced  a  system 
of  agitation  for  the  repeal  of  that  rule.  During 
the  four  years  that  General  Butler  remained  in 
Congress  he  uniformly  voted  against  the  repeal, 
v/hile  the  favorite  of  the  gentleman  from  Florida 
as  uniformly  voted  for  it.  The  Kentuckian,  who 
is  not  to  be  trusted,  fought  steadily  against  abo- 
litionism, and  every  other  anti-slaveryism  of  the 
day;  yet  my  friend  from  Florida  reserves  his  en- 
tire confidence  for  those  who  fought  upon  the 
other  side. 

Mr.  Chairman,  one  other  reminiscence:  In  the 
course  of  his  speech,  while  speaking  particularly 
on  the  subject  of  slavery,  the  gentleman  from 
Florida  [Mr.  Cabell]  says,  "I  will  never  give 
my  support  to  a  man  whose  position  is  not  def- 
initely and  clearly  known."  This  is  very  well, 
and  1  am  glad  to  hear  it.  Farther  on  he  says:  "  I 
have  never  hesitated  to  express  my  opinion.  I 
am  in  favor  of  the  election  of  Millard  Fillmore  for 
the  President  of  the  United  State?."  That  a'so  is 
very  clear,  find  by  combining  the  two,  it  follows 
that  the  ojunions  of  Mr.  Fillmore  upon  the  ques- 
tion of  slavery  aie  definitely  and  clearlv  known  to 
the  gentleman  from  Florida..  No\^-,  sir,  it  is  well 
known  to  the  public  tha.t  Mr.  Filhnore,  in  his  fa- 
mous letter  to  the  Erie  Abolitionists,  (a  copy  of 
whi(5h  1  now  liold  in  my  hand,)  took  ground  in 
favor  of  tlie  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  and  of  the  slave  trade  betwooi  the 
States.  I  have  never  seen  any  recantation  of 
these  ])rinciple3 — never;  but  from  a  comparison  of 


■the  positions  of  the  gentleman  from  Florida, 
one  of  three  conclusions  must  flow — either  Mr. 
Fillmore  has  abandoned  those  principles,  or  the 
gentleman  from  Florida  has  adopted  them,  or  he 
prefers  to  all  others  for  the  Presidency  the  man 
who  holds  them.  The  whole  thnig  is  shut  up  to 
one  of  these  three,  and  the  gentleman  at  his  leisure 
may  select  between  them, 

Mr.  CABELL,  of  Florida.  When  the  gentle- 
man says  to  this  House  that  Mr.  Fillmore  has 
not  written,  published,  or  said  anything  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  sentiments  of  that  letter,  1  must  say 
that  he  should  take  his  insinuation  or  charge  of 
ignorance  to  himself;  for  it  is  perfectly  well  known 
to  us  all,  that  the  letter  in  which  Mr.  Fillmore  es- 
pecially retracted  his  opinion  on  the  subject  of  the 
abolition  of  the  slave  trade  between  the  States  was 
published  during  the  last  canvass  in  all  of  the  pa- 
pers throughout  the  country.  And  yet  the  gentle- 
man says  he  is  not  acquainted  with  it.  One  single 
word  more.  I  wish  the  gentleman  to  understand 
that  my  position  is  this,  and  my  remarks  were 
addressed  entirely  and  exclusively  to  the  connec- 
tion of  Mr.  Fillmore  and  other  candidates  for  the 
Presidency  with  the  compromise  bills:  I  said  that 
I  would  go  for  no  man  who  was  not  in  favor  of 
the  finality  of  this  slavery  agitation,  and.  I  believed 
that  that  end  could  be  accomplished  by  adher- 
ing to  these  measures.  Mr.  Fillmore's  position 
upon  that  subject  was  perfectly  well  knov/n,  but 
I  did  not  know  Mr.  Butler's  opinion  in  refer- 
ence to  it,  although  1  am  perfectly  well  aware  of 
his  course  while  in  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States.  I  desire  to  have  the  opinion  of  candidates 
for  the  Presidency  in  reference  to  these  particular 
measures. 

Mr.  BRECKINRIDGE.  Does  the  gentleman 
consider  these  particular  measures  as  covering  the 
whole  question,  and  is  he  perfectly  regardless 
about  the  fate  of  the  institutions  of  his  section  so 
that  he  can  get  somebody  to  agree  to  the  finality 
of  the  compromise  ?  I  do  not  think  that  this  sys- 
tem of  measures  says  one  word  about  the  slave 
trade  between  the  States.  I  ask  the  gentleman  if 
he  will  prefer  Mr.  Fillmore  for  the  Presidency, 
should  he  be  in  favor  of  the  abolition  of  the  slave 
trade  between  the  States. 

Mr._  CABELL.  Certainly  not.  But  Mr.  Fill- 
more is  in  favor  of  no  such  measure,  as  will  appear 
by  reference  to  his  letters  to  Governor  Gale,  and 
to  Mr.  Brooks,  to  which  I  have  referred. 

Mr.  BRECKINRIDGE.  I  am  about  to  allude 
to  that.  Now,  sir,  he  tells  me  a  fact  that  I  did 
not  know,  and  I  plead  guilty  to  the  charge  of 
ignorance;  for  I  suppose  it  to  be  true  from  the 
statement  of  the  gentleman  from  Florida — that  Mr. 
Fillmore  published  a  letter  retracting  his  opinions 
in  reference  to  the  action  of  Consrress  upon  the 
slave  trade  between  the  States.  Upon  reflection, 
f  believe  I  heard  something  of  it  on  the  stump 
last  summer,  but  I  have  not  seen  the  letter.  Let 
me  ask  him  this  question:  Did  he  in  this  letter 
express  opinions  adverse  to  the  power,  or  did  he 
only  surrender  his  former  opinions  in  obedience 
to  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States?  Did  he  voluntarily  give  them  up,  or  was 
he  driven  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States  to  surrender?  The  gentleman  nods,  and  1 
take  it  for  granted  that  is  it.  This  is  a  bad  his- 
tory. You  cannot  fasten  anything  of  that  sort 
upon  the  Kentuckian  I  am  defending. 

Mr.  CABELL.  If  the  gentleman  will  allow 
me.  I  do  not  recollect  precisely  the  words  of  that 
letter.     It  was  addressed  to  the  gentleman  from 


New  York,  [Mr.  Brooks.]  I  will  ask  the  gentle- 
man to  allow  Mr.  Brooks  to  state  what  the  letter 
was. 

[Cries  of  "  Go  on  !"  ««  Go  on  !  "  "  Don't  give 
way,  or  your  time  will  be  wasted  !"] 

Mr.  BRECKINRIDGE.  I  am  perfectly  will- 
ing; but  I  do  not  wish  to  lose  my  time.  Let  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  publish  the  letter 
again.  I  did  not  understand  the  gentleman  from 
Florida  to  say  that  Mr.  Fillmore  has  ever  retract- 
ed his  published  opinions  in  favor  of  the  abolition 
of  slavery  in  this  District,  or  that  he  ever  has  in 
the  slightest  degree  varied  the  uniform  anti-slavery 
tenor  of  his  public  life  for  the  last  quarter  of  a 
century.  I  will  ask  the  gentleman  from  Florida 
if  he  understands  Mr.  Fillmore's  position  to  be, 
that  if  the  Territory  of  New  Mexico,  or  any  other 
Territory,  should  apply  for  admission  into  this 
Union,  with  slavery  m  her  constitution,  the  Ex- 
ecutive would  throw  his  influence  in  favor  of  her 
admission  ? 

Mr.  CABELL.  By  all  means,  if  there  were 
no  other  objections  to  her  admission. 

Mr.  BRECKINRIDGE.  You  know  it  to  be  so? 

Mr.  CABELL.     I  have  no  doubt  of  it. 

Mr.  BRECKINRIDGE.  I  will  tell  the  gentle- 
man the  only  reason  why  I  doubted  it.  I  thought 
so,  inasmuch  as  the  President  in  his  message  said 
it  was  a  final  settlement  in  principle  and  detail.  1 
applauded  him  for  that,  for  I  was  willing  to  take 
it  as  a  finality,  and  am  in  favor  of  the  finality  of 
the  compromise  measures;  but  I  find  that  the  dis- 
tinguished gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  Mr. 
Webster,  a  member  of  his  Cabinet,  was  traversing 
the  State  of  New  York  last  summer,  making  public 
speeches,  and  stating  that  his  own  opinions  and 
those  of  the  President  were  identical  upon  this 
question,  and  at  the  same  time  declaring  that  Mr. 
Webster  was  irrevocably  opposed  to  the  admis- 
sion of  any  more  slave  territory  into  the  Union. 
Therefore,  Mr.  Webster  was  misinformed,  (which 
is  not  prolDable,)  when  he  declared  the  opinions  of 
himself  and  Mr.  Fillmore  were  identical,  or  Mr. 
Fillmore  does  not  occupy  the  position  the  gentle-^ 
man  supposes.  Mr.  Chairman,  as  a  sort  of  con- 
versation has  sprung  up  between  my  friend  from 
Florida  and  myself,  and  as  our  relations  are  such 
that  we  can  question  each  other  without  the  ap- 
prehension of  being  misunderstood,  I  will  put  one 
other  question  to  him.  In  connection  with  his  eulo- 
gium  upon  Mr.  Fillmore,  I  would  inquire  of  the 
honorable  gentleman  whether  he  considers  Mr. 
Fillmore  perfectly  sound  upon  the  question  of  the 
removal  of  the  Florida  Indians  ?  [Laughter.]  I 
saw  a  letter  from  the  honorable  gentleman  in  the 
"  Intelligencer"  the  other  day,  which  looked  some- 
what significant.  Now,  I  have  no  disposition  to  in- 
terfere with  the  private  affairs  of  the  State  of  Flori- 
da— none  in  the  world;  but  there  are  a  great  many 
Kentuckians  there,  constituents  of  the  honorable 
gentleman,  and  I  think  I  have  some  excuse  for 
asking  the  question.  1  hope  he  will  take  it  kind- 
ly, and  answer  accordingly. 

Mr.  CABELL.  I  have  already  referred  to  that 
subject  in  the  papers.  I  would  ask  a  question  quite 
as  relevant  as  the  one  he  has  put  to  me:  What  are 
the  opinions  of  Mr.  Butler  as  to  duties  upon  iron, 
and  in  re2:;n'd  to  the  ta'.-ifF?     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  BRECKINRIDGE.  The  gentleman  an- 
swers my  question  by  asking  another.  Now,  if 
I  waive  my  right  and  answer  him,  it  will  place  him 
under  renewed  obligations  to  reply  to  my  question. 
I  answer  that  1  have  no  doubt  General  Butler  is 
in  favor  of  a  revenue  ad  valorem  tariff,  and  op- 
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posed  to  an  increase  of  duty  on  iron.  Will  the 
gentleman  now  answer  my  question?  What  are 
Mr.  Fillmore's  views  in  regard  to  the  removal  of 
the  Florida  Indians?     [Laue;hter.] 

Mr.  CABELL.  I  believe  Mr.  Fillmore  was 
very  sound  on  that  subject,  but  many  of  the  officers 
were  not. 

Mr.  BRECKINRIDGE.  At  any  rate  the  gen- 
tleman cannot  get  his  Indians  out  of  the  country 
with  all  the  power  ©f  the  Administration.  I  think 
the  Administration  ought  to  carry  out  the  treaty 
by  which  the  Indians  were  to  be  removed  from 
Florida,  and  I  should  be  glad  to  hear  the  gentle- 
man's defence  of  ihem  for  failing  to  do  so. 

To  return  from  this  episode.  In  v/hat  position  do 
the  facts  1  have  mentioned,  and  many  others  like 
them,  place  the  gentleman  and  his  friends?  While 
Butler  and  the  American  Democracy  were  striving 
to  stem  the  tide  of  fire  that  swept  over  the  land, 
the  gentleman's  present  allies  were  augmenting  its 
volume;  but  now  assume  very  lofty  airs.  They 
profess  to  be  the  peculiar  friends  of  the  South,  and 
fling  their  sneers  at  the  men  who  bravely  struggled 
to  avert  the  calamities  they  caused.  I  hope  the 
hour  of  repentance  has  come;  it  is  full  time.  No 
incendiaries  were  ever  under  higher  obligations  to 
extinguish  the  fires  they  kindled .  But  for  them  no 
compromise  would  have  been  necessary;  abolition 
never  would  have  become  a  dangerous  element  in 
American  politics,  and  we  would  not  have  heard 
of  a  third  party  upon  a  single  issue.  General 
Butler,  and  Messrs.  Fillmore,  Webster,  and  others 
may  meet  at  the  compromise,  but  they  will  have 
journeyed  to  it  from  very  opposite  directions. 

I  have  said  that  the  Democracy  of  Kentucky 
have  presented  the  name  of  General  Butler  to  the 
country  for  the  Presidency  upon  the  principles  of 
the  State.  The  action  of  that  convention  is  known 
to  the  public,  and  its  resolutions  have  been  pub- 
lished in  the  leading  papers  of  the  Union.  I  may 
be  allowed  to  remark,  that  the  Democrats  of  Ken- 
tucky have  long  been  distinguished  by  the  fidelity 
to  principle  that  commonly  marks  an  oppressed 
piinority.  No  portion  of  the  party  is  more  de- 
voted to  the  union  of  the  States  upon  the  basis 
of  the  rights  of  the  States.  1  have  been  asked  re- 
peatedly, whether  these  resolutions  express  the 
opinions  of  General  Butler,  and  whether  he  has 
indorsed  them?  A  great  many  comments  have 
been  made  in  the  public  papers  upon  this  subject. 
Now,  I  believe  that  in  public  as  in  private  life 
honesty  is  the  best  policy,  and  the  man  who  at 
any  time,  and  particularly  at  this  time,  connives 
at  the  concealment  of  his  opinions,  especiall)^  if 
that  concealment  be  but  a  cover  for  deception, 
is  unworthy  of  the  supjiort  of  any  portion  of  the 
American  people;  and  I  feel  that  I  would  merit 
the  contempt  of  the  gallant,  able,  and  blameless 
gentleman  I  am  defending  here,  if  I  failed  to  answer 
all  such  inquiries  by  all  the  means  in  my  power. 

It  appears  that  sometime  ago,  Mr.  Francis  P. 
Blair  wrote  to  General  Butler  on  y)olitical  subjects. 
About  thesame  time  I  also  wroteto  him, but  with- 
out any  knowledge  of  what  Mr.  F.lair  had  done, 
informing  him  of  certain  charges  of  corruption  and 
intrigue  circulating  against  him  hereaiid  springing 
from  certain  sources,  and  requesting  him  to  write 
me  a  letter  to  be  used  at  my  discretion.  General 
Butler  answered  the  letter  of  Mr.  Blair.  He  also 
answered  mine,  sending  me  a  copy  of  the  letter  to 
Mr.  Blair,  and  the  original  also;  re(iuestin<r  me 
to  compare  them,  send  the  original  in  Mr.  Blair, 
and  use  the  copy  if  I  saw  fit.  The_  following  is 
the  letter  to  myself: 


[  Carrolltox,  Kentucky,  February  9,  1852. 

I       Dear  Sir  :  I  was  quite  sick  at  Louisville,  and  am  still' 
j  too  unwell  to  aasweryour  letter  in  such  a  manner  as  Icoulu 
I  wish.     I  have  therefore  concluded  to  send  you  a  copy  of 
I  one  written  some  weeks  since  to  F.  P.  Blair,  Esq.,  but  not 
!  forwarded  for  the  reasons  stated.    You  will  please  compare 
them,  and  hand  the  original  to  Mr.  Blair.     I  think  it  prob- 
able this  letter  may  answer  your  purpose  as  well,  or  better 
than  any  I  can  write,  as  it  is  the  only  one  I  have  ever  writ- 
!  ten  to  anyone  of  the  Free-Soil  party,  and  is  a  full  statement 
I  of  all  that  has  ever  t^ken  place  between  us.     J  do  not  wish 
j  it  published, but  you  are  at  liberty  to  showitto  anyone  you 
I  please.     Of  one  thing  be  fully  assured,  that  whatever  sup- 
port I  may  receive  from  that  or  any  other  quarter,  will  be 
without  tlie  slightest  condition  either  express  or  iinplied  on 
my  part.  i 

With  high  regard,  truly,  your  friend, 

W.  O.  BUTLER. 
Hon.  J.  C.  Breckinridge. 

The  fact  of  its  being  dated  so  long  ago,  show.s 
that  I  have  been  trying  to  get  the  floor  without 
success.  This  is  the  letter  to  Mr.  Blair,  which  I 
feel  justified  under  the  circumstances  in  making 
public: 

Carroli.ton,  Kestvcky ,  January  27,  1852. 
Dear  Sir:  I  inclose  you  the  proceedings  of  the  Demo- 
cratic Convention,  held  at  Frankfort  on  the  8th  instant. 
winch  it  was  my  intention  to  have  done  so  soon  as  I  received 
them,  but  was  prevented  by  the  freezing  up  of  the  Ohio, 
which  destroyed  all  of  our  mail  facilities  for  near  tlu-ee 
weeks.  The  resolutions  speak  for  themselves,  and  it  is  only 
necessary  for  me  to  say,  that  they  were  submitred  to  me  be- 
fore they  were  acted  upon  by  the  Convention,  and  met  my 
entire  approbation.  What  eiiect  they  are  likely  to  have 
upon  myself  politically,  I  did  not  pauso,  to  inquire,  [tis 
sutiicient  for  me  that  they  are  in  strict  accordance  with  my 
own  opinions — opinions  not  of  a  day  nor  lightly  entertained, 
and  therei'bre  not  likely  to  be  changed  nor  abandoned  :  opin- 
ions, too.  in  which  the  American  people  feel  a  deep  interest, 
and  therefore  proper  to  be  made  knov/n.  In  the  proceedings 
of  this  Convention  there  is  nothing  new,  nor  in  the  slightest 
degree  at  war  with  that  spirit  of  conciliation  which  seems 
likely  to  pervade  every  section  of  the  Union.  While  the 
first  and  second  resolutions  express,  in  bold  and  unmistaka- 
ble language,  what  the  people  of  Kentucky  believe  to  be 
their  constitutional  rights,  in  relation  to  the  all-engrossing 
issues  growing  out  of  the  institution  of  slavery ;  still,  by  the 
third  resolution,  the  Convention  resolves  that  the  people  of 
Kentucky  will  abide  by,  and  maintain,  all  the  late  acts  of 
Congress  known  as  the  compromise  measures,  as  a  tinal 
settlement  of  all  the  questions  embraced  in  those  acts. 

If  her  opinions  should  be  deemed  extreme,  it  but  serves 
to  prove  how  much  Kentucky  is  ready  to  yield  in  tlie  spirit 
of  compromise.     Every  day's  experience  but  serves  to  con- 
vince me,  more  and  more,  of  the  wisdom  and  patriotism  of 
the  great  men  who  brought  about  those  healing  measures. 
It  is  as  though  a  great  national  altar  had  been  erected  in  our 
midst,  on  which  every  lover  of  our  common  country  is  in- 
vited to  lay  his  ofieringof  peace,  and  toofJer  up  his  pray;^rs 
for  the  perpetuity  of  our  Union,  and  the  continuance  of  the 
inestimable  blessings  which  we  enjoy  under  its  protection. 
Tlie  territorial  question,  although  one  of  much  import- 
ance, is  fortuitately,  from  its  very  nature,  destined  to  be  one 
of  short  duration.     In  a  few  years  our  wild  territories  wil) 
all  become  populous  States,  and  each  State  will  settle  with- 
in its  own  borders  the  question  of  slavery,  by  constitutional 
enactments  that  none  can  question.     In  tiie  mean  time, 
the  rights,  whether  real  or  imaginary,  of  the  contending 
jiarlies  will  remain  unimpaired.   liCt  us,  then,  wait  on  time, 
with  the  full  assurance  that  He  wh.ose  march  is  tracked  by 
the  desolation  of  kingdoms  and  empires  in  the  olden  East, 
j  will  bring  "liealinir  in  His  winds''  to  tiie  young  AA'ost. 
I       The  fmiilive  slave  law,  with  the  entin^  South,  is  one  of 
I  most  vital  iitiport;nice.     The  jicople  of  KtMitucky  are  more 
I  interested  in  it  than  those  of  any  other  Slate,  ami  their  l)(!l- 
i  eiiatc^s  at  Frankfort  liavo  properly  marked,  with  much  em- 
phasis, the  necessity  of  its  strict  enfoicemcnt.     Tiiis,  wo 
think,  we  have  a  constitutional  right  todtMuand  of  the  (Gen- 
eral (Government.     Kentucky  does  not  make  this  demand 
I  in  wantonness,  nor  for  herself  alone,  nor  yet  for  llie  Sontli, 
I  but  for  the  entire  Ifnion;  for  the  people  of  Kentucky  hon- 
1  estly  believe,  that  upon  the  faithful  execution  of  that  law 
j  the  peace,  the  prosperity,  and  the  integrity  of  the  Union  all 
I  are  staked. 

j  The  compromise  mea-tircs  will,  in  all  probability,  be 
I  added  to  tiio  Democratic  platform  of  l^-JS,  as  they  have 
!  been  indorsed  by  most  of  t!ie  Democratic  conventions  in 
the  Union.  A\'lHther  this  be  done  or  not,  every  candidn.tc 
j  for  the  otlice  ol'  President  will  stand  i)ledged  to  support  tlieni. 
My  native  State  has  done  mo  the  honor,  through  its  con- 
'  vention,  to  recommend  me  to  the  favorable  consideration  of 


tlu;  National  Convention,  to  be  held  in  June  next.  With- 
out sucl)  recommendation,  I  had  resolved  that,  with  my 
own  consent,  my  name  should  not  be  presented  to  tliat  body. 
Acti]ig  on  this  determination,  I  have,  until  within  a  tew 
days  past,  answered  none  of  the  many  political  letters  re- 
ceived from  other  States,  which  you  will  please  accept  as 
my  apology  for  not  having  replied  to  yours.  Still,  the  sim- 
ple fact,  that  we  met  together  on  a  crowded  steamboat  and 
breakfasted  at  a  crowded  hotel,  where  not  one  word  was 
uttered  by  either  that  miglit  not,  for  aught  I  care,  have  been 
proclaimed  in  the  market  place,  connected  with  another 
most  astounding  fact,  that  you  and  some  of  your  political 
friends  have  dared  to  commit  tlie  overt  act  of  intimating 
your  preference  for  myself  over  other  gentlemen  who  are 
presumed  to  occupy  precisely  the  same  political  position 
that  I  do,  have,  it  seems,  alforded  sufficient  grounds,  with 
certain  writers  for  newspapers,  to  charge  upon  us  a  corrupt 
intngue  to  secure  the  vote  of  the  Free -Soil  party.  I  do  not 
refer  to  this  report  for  the  purpose  of  marking  its  falsity; 
that  you  know  full  well.  My  purpose  is,  to  point  out  dis- 
tinctly the  course  I  have  acted  upon  and  intend  to  adhere 
to.  I  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  hopes  and  expectations 
tliat  usually  enter  into  a  presidential  canvass.  They  are 
natural,  and,  when  based  on  merit  and  fitness,  not  blame- 
able.  It  is  enough  for  me  to  say  that  I  will  not  minister  to 
them  in  the  slightest  degree.  It  is  my  wish  to  stand  per- 
fectly aloof  from  the  contest,  and  sutler  public  opinion  to 
form  itself.  I  prize  the  character  of  a  gentleman  much 
higher  than  the  ollice  of  President. 

1  have  now  given  you  my  views  briefly,  but  I  trust  with 
sufficient  clearness,  and  beg  that  you  will  act  precisely  as 
you  would  have  done  had  you  known  them  in  advance. 

Whatever  your  course  may  be,  I  am  satisfied  that  it  will 
be  dictated  by  your  sense  of  right,  and  will  in  no  degree 
disturb,  on  n)y  part,  that  friendship  which  grew  up  between 
us  when  school  boys  together,  and  has  traveled  with  us 
thus  far  through  life,  and  to  which  I  had  the  vanity  to  be- 
lieve, and  still  believe,  I  am  indebted  for  that  preference  to 
vWrich  has  been  assigned  a  very  different  and  much  less 
honorable  motive. 

With  high  regard,  truly  your  friend, 
ToF.P.BL.iR,Esq.  W.O.BUTLER. 

That  is  a  letter  addressed  to  a  gentleman  sup- 
posed to  be  prominently  connected  with  the  Free- 
Soil  party,  who  had  vvrritten  to  General  Butler  to 
get  his  opitiions.  I  dare  affirm  that  it  is  the  letter 
of  a  patriot  and  an  honest  man;  perhaps  too  hon- 
est for  political  advancement  in  these  times,  yet  he 
has  not  a  friend  who  would  not  rather  see  him 
sink  beneath  the  manly  avowal  of  his  own  opin- 
ions and  those  of  his  State,  than  to  see  him  creep 
into  power  by  betraying  both.  What  the  effect 
of  this  maybe  in  certain  quarters,  I  know  not;  but 
I  defy  any  man,  whose  heart  cherishes  the  love 
of  honor,  to  read  these  letters  v/ithout  admiring 
the  man  who  wrote  tb em.  The  charge  that  Gen- 
eral Butler  would  heat  about  the  bush  to  avoid 
political  responsibility,  will  be  met  wherever  he  is 
known  with  mingled  feelings  of  derision  and  indig- 
nation. This  is  not  the  time  nor  the  occasion  for 
me  to  pronounce  a  eulogy  upon  that  gentleman; 
but  this  much  I  will  say,  that  from  revolutionary 
times  to  this  day,  that  name  has  been  s5^nonymous 
with  honor  and  truth:  all  the  hereditary  instincts 
of  his  race  spurn  concealment  or  evasion.  1  in- 
form my  friend  from  Florida,  [Mr.  Cabell,]  and 
all  others  concerned,  that  General  Butler  never 
dodges,  either  on  the  field  of  battle  or  on  the  field 
of  politics.  He  might  have  dodged  the  service  of 
his  country,  and  thus  escaped  the  enduring  me- 
morials which  his  person  bears  of  the  second 
struggle  for  independence.  He  might  have  saved 
his  blood  freely  shed  in  Canada,  in  Florida,  at 
New  Orleans,  and  at  Monterey.  When  he  was 
a  candidate  for  Governor  of  Kentucky  in  1844, 
against  a  most  able  and  estimable  gentleman,  and 
when  the  name  of  Kentucky's  great  statesman 
was  before  the  people  for  the  Presidency — that 
name  more  potent  to  rally  his  clansmen  than  any 
in  American  history,  save  that  of  Jackson — Butler 
might  have  dodged  a  direct  and  manly  defense  of  [• 
the  preceding  Democratic  Administration  and  been 


the  Governor;  but  he  scorned  to  shrink  from  any 
issue.  At  the  head  of  the  Kentucky  Democracy, 
he  led  the  forlorn  hope,  and  struck  the  first  deci- 
sive blow  in  the  great  battle  which  resulted  in  the 
election  of  Mr.  Polk,  and  whose  immense  conse- 
quences are  felt  by  tills  country  and  the  world. 

1  have  shown  that  there  is  no  colorable  pretext 
for  calling  him  a  mum  candidate.  In  truth,  he 
has  not  avowed  himself  a  candidate  at  all.  The 
Democracy  of  Kentucky  have  put  forward  his 
name  in  respectful  terms,  and  with  it  a  certain 
platform;  that  is  all.  VT'hat  would  the  gentleman 
have.'  What  would  others  have.''  Would  they 
have  him  to  roam  over  the  country,  clamoring  for 
support,  and  spreading  his  sails  to  every  breeze  of 
popular  excitement.'  Would  they  have  iiim,  with 
indecent  anxiety,  issuing  proclamations  like  bulle- 
tins on  a  campaign,  and  making  a  new  character 
every  fortnight  to  suit  the  shifting  temper  of  the 
times.'  Would  they  have  these  things.'  General 
Butler  has  remained,  with  quiet  dignity,  at  his 
home  in  Kentucky;  he  has  not  mingled  in  this 
presidential  strife.  To  my  mind,  sir,  it  is  a  noble 
spectacle.  It  is  the  homage  he  pays  to  the  good 
sense  and  capacity  of  his  countrymen.  This 
course  carries  the  mind  back  to  the  earlier  and 
purer  days  of  this  Republic,  and  recalls  the  mem- 
ory of  those  really  great  men  who  neither  sought 
nor  declined  the  Presidency,  The  avidity  with 
which  high  offices  are  sought  now-a-days  I  regard 
as  the  worst,  the  very  worst  symptom  of  the 
times.  From  it,  as  from  a  copious  fountain,  flow 
corruption,  extravagance,  profligacy,  national  dis- 
grace. The  admonitions  of  history  upon  this 
point  are  full  of  instruction.  Choose  where  370U 
will,  sir,  the  moral  is  always  the  same.  We  learn 
that  the  Prajtorim  bands  used  to  set  up  the  Ro- 
man empire  at  auction,  and  enforce  their  bargains 
by  the  sword;  but  sometimes  the  arts  and  schemes 
that  spring  out  of  a  corrupt  civilization  furnish 
means  of  illegitimate  advancement  not  less  effect- 
ive than  arms.  It  will  be  time  for  honest  men  to 
despair  of  the  Republic  when  aspirants  struggle 
after  the  same  fashion,  and  struggle  successfully, 
for  the  highest  and  lowest  offices  in  the  land.  I 
hope  that  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  this  Union  will 
ever  be  designated  by  the  spontaneous  voice  of 
the  people,  and  that  the  citizen  who  is  honored  by 
the  public  choice  may  deserve  the  place  for  his 
services,  his  virtues — and  his  modesty. 

Now,  sir,  of  the  opinions  and  course  of  Gen- 
eral Butler  in  the  past,  I  have  spoken.  If  the  gen- 
tleman from  Florida  is  in  doubt  as  to  the  future, 
1  have  one  more  suggestion  for  his  comfort.  The 
Democrats  will  hold  a  convention  at  Baltimore  and 
lay  down  a  written  platform.  It  is  their  custom 
to  do  so — a  custom  which  I  most  respectfully  re- 
commend to  the  other  side.  If  among  the  names 
from  which  the  selection  may  be  made,  the  choice 
of  that  convention  should  fall  on  General  Butler, 
I  venture  to  assure  the  gentleman  from  Florida 
that  he  will  stand  upon  the  platform  of  his  party 
or  not  stand  at  all.  If  he  cannot  approve  what- 
ever resolutions  may  be  adopted,  he  will,  like  an 
honest  man,  repudiate  them  and  stay  at  home. 

Having  thus  disposed  of  the  attack  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Florida,  I  will  notice  for  a  moment 
certain  rumors  having  no  responsible  author,  but 
of  late  very  industriously  circulated  in  this  city 
and  elsewhere.  They  are  vague;  they  are  intan- 
gible; they  are  supported  by  no  facts;  they  are 
traceable  to  no  authentic  source;  yet  a  hundred 
busy  tongues,  impelled  by  interest  or  the  mere 
love  of  falsehood,   have  given  them  currency. 
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These  rumors  would  be  entirely  unworthy  of 
notice,  butthat  these  are  irritable  times,  and  honest 
men  might  be  deceived.  It  is  rumored  that  Gen- 
eral Butler  is  himself  a  Free-Soiler;  that  he  is  the 
peculiar  candidate  of  the  Free-Soil  portion  of  the 
Democratic  party;  that  he  has  come  under  obliga- 
tions to  and  entered  into  engagements  with  Messrs. 
Benton,  Blair,  and  Van  Buren;  that  JMr.  Benton 
would  be  his  Secretary  of  State,  and  that  the  pa- 
tronage of  the  Administration  would  be  thrown  in 
that  direction.  This,  I  believe,  is  the  sum  of  these 
rumors.  If  they  v/ere  true.  General  Butler  would 
be  eternally  dishonored;  because  the  public  man 
betrays  his  party  who  comes  under  obligations  to 
less  than  the  whole;  and  he  who  makes  agreements 
with  factions  or  sections,  forfeits  the  confidence 
of  all  the  rest.  But  they  are  not  true.  In  the 
name  of  the  Kentucky  Democracy,  I  deny  them. 
I  meet  them  recoiling  from  the  spotless  character 
of  their  object,  and  I  trample  them  beneath  my 
feet.  They  are  false;  false  separately;  false  in 
the  aggregate;  false  as  the  hearts  in  whose  morbid 
recesses  they  were  engendered.  General  Butler 
has  not  contracted  and  will  not  contract,  alliances, 
engagements,or  obligations  with  any  class,  section, 
faction,  or  individual.  He  stands  immovably 
where  he  has  ever  stood — a  States-right  Democrat; 
and  the  unbendingintegrity  of  his  character  repels 
this  tide  of  calumny,  as  the  rock  throws  back  the 
wave.  Kentucky  heard  these  things,  and  the 
action  of  her  convention  is  her  commentary  upon 
them. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  attempted  to  vindicate 
the  action  of  the  Kentucky  Democracy.  I  have 
met  the  charges  of  the  gentleman  from  Florida,  as 
well  as  the  current,  but  baseless  rumors  of  the  day. 
I  have  shown  that  the  dishonoring  inferences 
which  spring  from  both,  do  not  attach  to  the 
choice  of  the  Kentucky  Democracy.  I  now  tell 
the  gentleman  from  Florida,  and  others  engaged 
in  the  attacks  of  which  General  Butler  has  been 
the  object  more  than  any  other  public  man,  during 
the  last  three  months,  that  they  do  not  know  the 
man  at  whom  they  throw  their  random-acc\i- 
sations.  I  will  give  them  his  character  in  a  single 
sentence,  and  I  appeal  to  all  who  have  ever  known 
him  for  its  truth:  He  is  a  man  pure  and  incor- 
ruptilde,  a  Democrat  of  forty  years  standing,  and 
of  the  Jackson  temper;  a  statesman  without  guile, 
sir,  and  as  a  soldier — why,  the  very  Bayard  of  his 
country,  the  knight  without  fear  and  without  re- 
proach. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  been  defending  this  gen- 
tleman against  a  Whig  attack.  It  now  becomes 
my  disagreeable  duty  to  notice  one  proceeding 
from  a  Democratic  source — if  that  can  be  called  a 
Democratic  source  which  traduces  all  the  liestand 
most  lionored  names  in  the  party.  It  is  well  now 
to  talk  plainly — and  it  is  as  well  to  have  these 
thin^-s  understood  in  the  beginning — we  are  all  in 
trouble — Whigs  and  Democrats.  There  is  no 
doubt  about  it; and  why  not  say  so?  [Laughter.] 
But  the  way  for  the  Democrats  to  get  out  of 
trouble  is  not  for  a  part  to  fight  out,  by  attempt- 
ing to  mount  up  on  the  prostrate  bodies  of  all  the 
best  men  in  the  party.  Now,  sir,  my  ajiology  for 
noticing  this  attack  is  to  be  found  in  the  charac- 
ter heretofore  sustained  by  the  periodical  which 
contains  it,  and  in  some  other  circumstances  that 
make  the  whole  aflair  quite  an  era  in  American 
politics.  The  Democratic  Review  has  been  here- 
tofore not  a  partisan  paper,  but  a  periodical  that 
was  supposed  to  represent  the  whole  Democratic 
party,  and  to  discuss  general  principles  of  finance 


and  of  government  in  the  sense  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  I  have  observed  recently  a  very 
great  change.  The  January  number  of  the  Dem- 
ocratic Review  contains  an  article,  which  has 
been  very  extensively  circulated  over  this  country, 
the  substance  of  which  is,  that  no  man  who  has 
been  long  distinguished  either  for  his  services  or 
character,  is  fit  to  be  President;  that  all  who  were 
born  away  back  towards  the  period  of  the  Ameri- 
can Revolution  might  be  very  good  men  for  that 
day,  but  that  their  principles  belong  to  an  old  era, 
and  that  they  are  statesmen  of  a  past  generation; 
their  principles  are  denounced,  in  the  cant  language 
of  the  day,  as  "  old  fogyism,"  and  themselves  as 
''old  fogies;"  and  the  public  is  assured  that  their 
age,  their  experience,  and  the  fatality  of  their  birth, 
make  them  wholly  incompetent  to  fathom  the 
ideas  or  control  the  policy  of  this  generation.  The 
article  announces  a  new  generation  of  American 
statesmen — men  not  trammeled  by  "the  ideas 
of  an  anterior  era" — men  who  "will  bring  not 
only  young  blood,"  but  "young  ideas,"  to  the 
councils  of  the  Republic.  Now,  sir,  I  am  in  favor 
of  progress.  I  like  young  blood ,  and  1  like  young 
ideas, "too,  (at  a  certain  time  of  life,)  but  I  do  not 
Uke  this  course.  This  article,  sir,  has  been  very 
generally  considered  as  an  attack  upon  almost 
every  man  in  the  Democratic  party  whose  name 
has  been  mentioned  in  connection  with  the  Presi- 
dency. This  attack  was  followed  up,  in  the  Feb- 
ruary number  of  the  Democratic  Review,  by  re- 
deeming a  pledge  contained  in  the  preceding  num- 
ber, that  the  editors  would  descend  from  generali- 
ties to  particulars — that  having  swept  the  whole 
off  in  a  mass,  they  would  take  off  their  heads  seri- 
atim; and  they  accordingly  began  with  General 
Butler,  of  Kentucky.  The  February  number  ot 
that  Review  contains  a  grossly  personal  and  abu- 
sive article  against  General  Butler  by  name,  and 
against  the  rest  of  the  candidates  covertly — and 
even  impeaches  General  Butler's  Democracy, 
though  he  was  indorsed  by  the  whole  party  in 
1848,  and  has  been  a  consistent  Democrat  since 
before  the  conductors  of  the  Review  were  born. 
I  will  not  descend  to  the  details  of  that  article  and 
answer  them  seriatim.  It  is  full  of  gross  misrepre- 
sentations. I  do  not  now  appear  specially  on  be- 
half of  any  one  of  the  distinguished  members  of 
the  Democratic  party,  but  I  say  that  the  party 
should  be  warned  that  an  influence  has  sprung  up 
in  their  midst,  under  the  operation  of  which  a  pe- 
riodical supi)Osed  to  re}iresent  the  interests  of  the 
whole  party,  has  been  converted  into  a  mere  par- 
tisan sheet,  and,  under  its  present  conductors,  is 
attempting  to  promote  particular  interests  by  tra- 
ducing the  most  honored  names  in  our  ranks.  I 
make" this  statement  tliat  the  party  may  under- 
stand how  much  confidence  is  to  be  placed  in  that 
Review. 

Let  me  si)^  a  word  now  upon  this  question  of 
progress.  I  profess  to  be  a  friend  of  rational 
progress;  but  I  want  no  wild  and  visionary  prog- 
ress that  would  sweep  away  all  the  immortal  prin- 
ciples of  our  forefathers — hunt  uj-)  some  imaginary 
genius,  place  him  on  a  new  policy,  give  him 
"Young  America"  for  a  fulcrum,  and'  let  him  turn 
the  world  upside  down.  That  is  not  the  progress 
I  want.  I  want  to  progress  in  the  line  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  our  fathers;  Twant  a  steady  and  rational 
advance — not  beyond  the  limits  of  the  Federal 
Constitution — but  I  am  afraid  that  such  progress 
as  is  now  talked  about  would  carry  us  clear  away 
from  that  sacred  instrument.  I  want  to  jtrogress 
by  ameliorating  the  condition  of  the  people  by  fair, 


just,  and  equal  laws,  and  by  simplicity,  frugality, 
and  justice  marking  the  operations  of  the  Federal 
Government.  Above  all,  1  hope  to  see  the  Demo- 
cratic party  adhere  with  immovable  fidelity  to  the 
ancient  and  distinguishing  land-marks  of  its  policy. 
These  are  my  opinions  on  progress;  and  I  think 
the  sooner  we  canvass,  and  winnow,  and  sift  away 
opposite  opinions  the  better. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  here  to  make  no  charges; 
I  am  here  to  make  no  assaults;  but  I  am  here  to 
Bay,  in  a  spirit  of  friendship  and  warning — not  in 
behalf  of  A,  B,  or  C,  but  in  behalf  of  nineteen 
twentieths  of  the  Democr-atic  party — to  those  who 
make  these  assaults.  Gentlemen,  this  thing  must 
stop. 

Now,  let  me  give  a  brief  history  of  this  matter. 
There  was  a  gentleman,  able,  full  of  talent,  full  of 
activity,  a  particular  partisan  and  friend — as  he 
had  a  right  to  be — of  a  particular  gentleman  men- 
tioned in  connection  with  the  Presidency;  that 
gentleman  went  to  the  State  of  Kentucky  upon  a 
political  pilgrimage  last  fall,  the  object  of  which 
was,  I  suppose,  to  drive  General  Butler  from  his 
own  soil — to  dishonor  him  at  home — by  fastening 
upon  him  a  corrupt  political  intrigue;  but  meeting 
there  the  same  fate  as  befell  those  who  went  to 
drive  the  McGregor  from  his  native  heath,  he 
came  back  and  bought  up  the  Democratic  Review 
for  a  political  partisan  paper  for  the  campaign, 
and  with  no  names  at  the  mast-head,  that  Review 
is  now  pursuing  a  course  as  fatal  to  the  Demo- 
cratic party  as  it  is  false  and  unfair. 

Mr.  Chairman,  every  man,  whether  he  be  a 
Whig  or  a  Democrat,  has  a  right  to  be  a  candi- 
date for  every  office — that  being  one  of  the  ele- 
ments of  freedom  in  this  country — and  no  man 
ought  to  be  blamed  for  the  misconduct  of  his 
friends,  unless  he  connives  at  it.  The  individuals 
assailed  in  this  paper,  either  covertly  or  by  name, 
areCAss,  Buchanan,  Butler,  Houston — in  fact, 
all  the  candidates,  except  the  distinguished  Sen- 
ator from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Douglas,]  who  seems  to 
be  a  particular  favorite. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON,  (interrupting.)  I  wish 
to  say,  in  connection  with  the  remarks  which  have 
been  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  that 
so  far  as  Judge  Douglas  is  concerned,  he  has  no 
interest  in,  and  no  control  over,  the  Democratic 
Review.  He  is  not  responsible  for  anything  that 
has  appeared  in  its  columns,  or  that  may  appear, 
unless  it  be  over  his  own  signature. 

I  know  that  Judge  Douglas  deprecates  the  as- 
saults that  are  made  by  Democratic  papers  upon 
Democratic  men.  His  object,  his  desire,  his  wish, 
is,  that  we  may  have  harmony,  peace,  and  good- 
will, among  the  entire  party.  He  believes,  as  I 
do,  that  the  perpetuity  of  our  institutions  depends 
upon  the  success  of  the  Democratic  party.  By 
division,  we  cannot  promote  that  success. 

Mr.  BRECKINRIDGE.  Mr.  Chairman,  I 
am  very  much  gratified  to  hear  that  general  state- 
ment; but  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  gentle- 
man from  Illinois  to  remove  the  ill-feeling  which 
has  undoubtedly  been  produced  by  the  appear- 
ance of  these  attacks,  I  will  ask  him  a  question 
which  will  enable  him  to  place  Judge  Douglas 
upon  proper  ground;  because  what  we  want  is  the 
truth.  It  is  known  that  some  gentlemen,  members 
of  Congress,  long  after  the  leader  in  the  January 
number  of  the  Democratic  Review  had  been  print- 
ed and  circulated — assailing,  in  language  and  style 
known  to  you  all,  the  gentlemen  whom  I  have 
enumerated — signed  a  paper  recommending,  and 
cordially  recommending  that  periodical  to  the 


Democracy  of  the  country,  and  many  copies  were 
sent  out  for  distribution.  Among  others.  Judge 
Douglas  signed  that  paper.  I  ask  the  gentleman 
from  Illinois  if  he  is  able  to  state  whether  it  was 
signed  by  Judge  Douglas  before  or  after  the  lead- 
ing article  of  the  January  number  was  printed  and 
circulated  ? 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  It  was  signed  previous 
to  the  appearance  of  the  January  number-  and  not 
after  it.  I  will  state  for  the  information  of  the 
gentleman,  that  so  far  as  Judge  Douglas  is  con- 
cerned in  this  matter,  he  knew  nothing  of  the  Jan- 
uary number  until  he  saw  it  in  print.  Mr.  Peck, 
from  Vermont,  formerly  a  distinguished  member 
of  this  House,  told  me  that  a  violent  attack  upon 
General  Butler  would  appear  in  the  February 
number;  Judge  Douglas  did  all  he  could  to  prevent 
that  assault — his  object  being,  as  it  is  nov/,  and  I 
trust  ever  will  be,  to  promote  harmony  in  the  party. 

Mr.  CARTTER.     Will  the   gentleman   from 
Kentucky  permit  me  to  ask  him  a  Question? 
_  Mr.  BRECKINRIDGE.     A  short  one,  for  my 
time  is  nearly  up. 

Mr.  CARTTER.  I  ask  the  gentleman  if  we 
are  to  understand  him  that  the  principles  of  prog- 
ress advocated  in  the  Democratic  Review,  are  a 
reflection  on  the  gentlemen  he  has  named? 

Mr.  BRECKINRIDGE.  1  did_  not  suppose 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  would  omit  a  favorable 
opportunity  to  wring  himself  into  the  debate  and 
say  something  which  might  go  upon  the  record. 
[Much  Laughter.]  I  am  unable  really  to  see  the 
point  of  his  inquiry. 

Mr.  CARTTER.  I  should  be  very  happy  if 
the  gentleman  would  answer  my  question. 

Mr.  BRECKINRIDGE.  Any  progression 
which  sneers  at  the  principles  of  the  revolutionary 
age  of  this  country,  as  the  musty  notions  of  a  by- 
gone time,  and  which  repudiates  all  blood  except 
"young  blood,"  and  all  ideas  except  "young 
ideas,"  I  do  consider  a  reflection  not  only  upon 
the  gentlemen  I  have  named,  but  also  upon  all  the 
tried  and  standard  men  of  our  party.  If  some 
wishes  could  be  gratified,  it  would  not  be  long 
before  our  distinctive  principles,  and  the  Constitu- 
tion with  them,  would  be  lost  beneath  a  flood  of 
novelties,  nor  before  the  cant  and  slang  of  "  death 
to  the  fogies,"  which  even  now  the  political  loaf- 
ers on  the  streets  repeat  with  parrot-like  facility, 
would  be  substituted  for  the  honored  rallying  cries 
of  the  Democracy. 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  T  have  but  two  or  three 
minutes  of  my  time  remaining,  and  I  will  only 
make  a  single  additional  remark.  We  have  heard 
the  statements  of  the  gentleman  from  Illinois. 
Gentlemen  will  bear  in  mind  that  I  used  such  lan- 
guage two  months  ago,  when  certain  gentlemen 
came  to  me  and  said.  The  proof  is  positive  that 
General  Butler  is  engaged  in  a  corrupt  coalition 
with  the  Free-Soil  party.  Why?  Because  they 
are  for  him;  because  he  was  on  a  steamboat  on 
the  Ohio  river  with  Mr.  Blair;  because  his  asso- 
ciations speak  for  him,  and  he  must  be  measured 
by  them.  I  have  vindicated  him,  and  that  is  past. 
I  will  not  appl)?-  this  rule  to  others,  because  at  that 
time  I  pronounced  it  unjust  and  unfair ;  but  if  applied , 
see  how  it  Vv^ould  cut.  This  rule  may  cut  in  three  or 
four  directions  betv/een  now  and  the  first  week  in 
June.  Again,  I  say,  let  us  be  just;  let  us  be  fair; 
let  no  man,  by  himself  or  through  his  friends,  at- 
tempt to  promote  individual  interests  by  traducing 
others.  If  this  course  is  continued,  we  will  not 
succeed,  we  cannot  succeed,  we  ought  not  to  suc- 
ceed. 
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Mr.  CABELL.  I  ask  the  permission  of  the 
gentleman  to  say  a  word  before  he  conckides. 

Mr.  BRECKINRIDGE.  I  have  but  two  or 
three  minutes  left,  not  time  enough  to  take  up  any- 
other  subject,  and  the  gentleman  may  go  on. 

Mr.  CABELL.  I  merely  wish  to  say  that  in 
a  speech  which  I  made  upon  a  former  occasion, 
the  allusions  I  made  to  General  Butler  were  en- 
tirely incidental.  I  was  speaking  of  the  political 
parties  of  the  country,  and  of  the  necessity  of  their 
bringing  out  candidates  for  the  Presidency  whose 
opinions  were  clearly  understood  upon  these  com- 
promise measures.  At  that  time,  General  Butler 
had  not  avowed  his  opinions  upon  these  measures. 
I  am  glad  that  one  candidate  has  come  out  in  favor 
of  them;  and  I  trust  that  this  example,  and  what 
has  been  said,  may  have  a  similar  effect  upon  other 
candidates. 

Mr.  BRECKINRIDGE.  I  hope  the  gentle- 
man does  not  intend  to  say  that  his  speech  influ- 
enced General  Butler  in  forming  or  expressing 
his  opinions.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  CABELL.  I  did  not  say,  nor  mean  to 
say  that.  The  gentleman  misunderstands  me. 
But  I  do  say  that  I  shall  congratulate  myself  if  I 
can  contribute  in  any  small  degree  to  bring  about 
in  others  a  result  which  other  causes  have  operated 
to  produce  in  the  case  of  General  Butler.  And  the 
gentleman  will  further  bear  me  out  in  saying, 
that  it  is  not  singular  that  I  should  have  expressed 
myself  as  I  did;  I  made  no  charges  against  Gen- 
eral Butler  founded  on  facts  in  my  own  knowl- 
edge. Charges  of  Free-Soil  affiliations  had  been 
made,  and  never  ifvuthoritatively  denied  till  to-day. 
1  am  happy  to  hear  them  denied,  and  regret  that 
the  disclaimer  comes  so  late.  But  the  gentleman 's 
own  speech  more  than  justifies  what  I  have  said. 
He  has  been  censuring  and  denouncing  the  mem- 
bers of  his  own  party  for  the  offensive  manner  in 
which  they  have  spoken  of  General  Butler.  I 
have  not  charged  him  with  anything  like  coalition 
or  corruption.  This,  he  says,  has  been  done  by 
Democratic  gentlemen  and  the  Democratic  Review. 
I  merely  stated  that  he  had  not  given  his  opinions 
to  the  country;  which  .was  true  till  to-day;  and 
that  is  all  I  stated.  Yet  the  gentleman  arraigns 
me  for  making  improper  charges  against  General 
Butler!  Why,  sir,  it  is  amongst  the  orthodox 
members  of  his  own  party,  according  to  the  gen- 
tleman's ov/n  statement,  and  in  the  columns  of  the 
organ  of  the  Democratic  party,  where  General 
Butler  is  represented  as  occupying  these  improper 
sectional  positions.     I  made  no  such  charge. 

I  have  said  thus  much,  in  order  to  set  myself 
right.  I  congratulate  my  friend  from  Kentucky, 
I  congratulate  the  people  of  Kentucky,  and  I  con- 
gratulate the  whole  country,  upon  the  fact  tliat  one 
candidate  has  declared  his  opinions  upon  these 
subjects;  and  I  trust  the  example  of  to-day  will  be 
prom))tly  followed  by  other  candidates  for  the 
Presidency,  whose  opinions  are  not  clearly  defined 
and  known  to  the  country. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 


RESOLUTIONS 
Of  the  Kentucky  Democratic  Convention,  adopted  at 
Franhfort,  January  8,  1852. 
The  Democracy  of  Kentucky  have  ever  main- 
tained the  principles  of  the  Constitution  of  the 


I  United  States,  and  sacredly  observed  its  com- 
|!  promises,  and  accorded  to  each  State  the  unques- 
;!  tionable  right  to  regulate  and  maintain  unmolested 
ii  her  domestic  policy  and  institutions.  The  perfect 
I  sovereign  equality  among  the  States  has  ever  been 
jj  with  Democrats  a  cardinal  and  cherished  princi- 
:j  pie,  never  to  be  yielded  or  sacrificed  to  jiolicy. 
I  The  integrity  and  harmony  of  the  Union  are 
I  best  preserved  by  a  strict  observance  of  the  pow- 
ers delegated  to  the  General  Government.  There- 
i  ^ore, 

'  L  Resolved,  That  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  has  no  power  to  control,  regulate,  or  inter- 
fere with  the  institution  of  slavery  as  it  exists  in 
any  of  the  States. 

2.  Resolved,  That  Congress  has  no  power  to  pro- 
hibit a  citizen  of  any  of  the  States,  where  slavery 
exists  by  authority  of  law,  from  emigrating  with 
and  holding  his  slaves,  and  inhabiting  any  terri- 
tory acquired  by  the  blood  and  treasure  of  the 
whole  people,  and  held  by  the  United  States  for 
the  benefit  of  all  the  States. 

3.  Resolved,  That  we  will  abide  by  and  main- 
tain the  several  acts  recently  passed  by  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States,  known  as  the  com- 
promise measures,  as  a  final  settlement  of  questions 
which  threatened  the  harmony  and  integrity  of  the 
Union ;  and  that  we  will  not  consent  or  submit  to  a 
violation  of  the  principles  of  the  compromise  acts, 
and  especially  that  which  proposes  to  surrender, 
in  obedience  to  the  Constitution, fugitive  slaves  to 
their  legitimate  owners.  We  require  of  the  Gen- 
eral Government  a  prompt  and  faithful  execution 
of  this  law  in  its  letter  and  spirit. 

4.  Resolved,  That  the  Democracy  of  Kentucky 
are  true  to  the  faith  of  their  fathers,  and  require 
of  all  intrusted  with  power  that  construction  of  the 
Federal  Constitution  which  limits  their  action  to 
the  powers  plainly  granted. 

5.  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  duty  of  Congress  faith- 
fully to  apply  the  revenues  of  the  Government  to 
an  economical  administration  of  public  affairs  and 
the  speedy  extinguishment  of  the  public  debt. 

6.  Resolved,  That  the  application  of  the  national 
revenue  to  the  purposes  of  internal  improvement, 
upon  objects  merely  local  and  not  national,  is  un- 
constitutional, and  tends  to  an  extravagant,  if  not 
a  corrupt  use  of  public  money. 

7.  Resolved,  That  the  Democracy  of  Kentucky 
are  opposed  to  any  innovation  upon  the  princi]iles 
of  the  tariff  of  184G,  and  especially  to  a  substitu- 
tion of  specific  instead  of  the  ad  valorem  principle 
embraced  in  that  acl. 

8.  Resolved,  That  the  Democracy  of  the  nation 
can  boast  of  many  good  men  and  true,  who  would 
faithfully  carry  out  the  foregoing  principles,  and 
ably  administer  the  Government;  and  among  these 
we  recommend  to  the  Democracy  of  the  nation 
our  distinguished  fellow-citizen,  William  0.  But- 
ler, and  ask  for  his  claims  at  the  hands  of  the 
National  Democratic  Convention  a  just  and  impar- 
tial considefation. 

9.  Resolved,  That  we  approve  of  a  National 
Democratic  Convention,  to  beheld  at  somecentral 
point,  at  some  early  day,  and  will  appoint  dele- 
gates to  re]>resent  Kentucky  in  said  Convention, 
and  herei)y  pledge  the  sincere  and  zealous  support 
of  the  Democracy  of  Kentucky  to  the  nominees  of 
that  body  for  the  oflices  of  President  and  Vice 
President. 


Printed  at  the  Congressional  Globe  Office,  Washington. 
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